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the material be accurately classified. As different soils

tinl that
are frecuent.y given the same name in different locmlitlies, the follow-
ing definitinne are glven to ellminate gome of the resulting confus@on
(see Revort of Committse on Soils, Proc. Am. Soc. C. E., Feb., 1921):

ADOBE 1s a sandy, calcareous clay occurring in the southwestern nart
of the United States. '

ALLUVIUM is the finer deposit of earth, gand, gravel and other trans-
ported material whicih has been washed away oad denpaiied oy rlvers,
flooda, or other causes on iand not percanently submerged.

BOG 13 a quagmire covered with grass or other plants.

CLAY 12 a general naue Jopr ¢olesive zolls, whilch are firuly coherent,
welghty, comoact, and aard when dry, but stiff, viscid snd ductlle wien
nolat, snd «nooth to the touch. Clay sbsorbs water greedily but not
readlly, 12 diffucsiple in water and, wihen aixed, ~oes not readily sub-
glde in it. Other characierlztice of clay are discussed in Art. 3.

DRIFT or QLACIAL DRIFT is a Gepoclt of loose detrltal materlal, fragmente
of rocks, bouldere, 2and, gravel, or clay, or other soil driven together,
or a mivture of two or mors of these devoalte, resting on the surface

of the bedrock.

GRAVEIL consizts of sgu

11 stones or [raguaenss of stone or very small
pebblez larger then ¢ a

P £
=) 4
A3 Haritlcles of s3and, but often mived with thea.

GRIT consists of angular, rough, hard sarticles of sané or gravel in a
loose form.

GUMBO 1g a dark-colored, very siuicky, nlghly pl=stic clay, occurring
abundantly in the central and southern parts of the United States.

HARDPAN is s rsether loosely used Geru, but 1z most commonly 2a»nlied to
e very dense heterogsnecus .xass of clay, sand and gravel of glaclsl
drift origin; 1t 1= also apnlied to the hard stratum of consolidated
goll underlying the surface soll. :

LOAM 19 a alxture of sand and clay with o:ide of iron, snd generslly a
varying amount of organic aatter.

PEAT 1s a brown soil of vegetable origin consisting of nartly decomposed
roots and filbers, wmore or lese saturated with water.

QUICKSAND i« a conditlon rather taan a ty»ne ol soil; 1t 1s generslly a
flne granular soll, zuser:zziursicd witn water veaporarily and when underp
prez=ure scting as = [luld.

SAND 1¢ any uszz or collection of fine varticles of stone, narticularly
of silliceous atone, but not strictly reduced to powder or Jdust.

SILT is a fluvial sedliment of mud or fine soll depozited from running or
standing water.




y o |
B T l“"
"In claseifying soils, 1t 13 s AdecidM advantage to the investl {for

to be able to check his estimates by sybbing samnles of the soil vegween
his fingers. As a rule gsnd feels gritty: =1lts are velvety, smooth

and Floury: ~nd cleye, which nre s.o0tlh and wlaastic, offer coneidersble
regletance o ~ressure, roll iIntc halls whep molst end sdhepre to the
fingers. By the degrees in which they combine these salient charec-
terlstics of the primsry constituents, goills other then nure sandg,
silte and cleaye may bhe Aistinguiched sc eandy loams, <iltloams, sandy
clays, cley-loams, silty clay-loesms snd eilty clay=.® {From "Publlc

Roade," Vol. €, No. 5§, July 192%.)
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